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The 43rd Inter-Parliamentary Meeting between the Knesset and the European
Parliament took place on 31 October 2017 in Jerusalem. The parties highlighted
the friendly relations between the two institutions, which are expressed throughout
their bilateral ties, agreements, and cooperation in a variety of policy areas.

The annual meeting is a very important element of the fruitful dialogue and
exchange of views between the two delegations. Israel is proud to be a partner of
the European Union, and the ongoing dialogue is vital for the success of this
partnership.

At the Inter-Parliamentary Meeting, the parties had the opportunity to continue
exchanging views on the issues that were discussed at the 42nd Inter-
Parliamentary Meeting held in November 2016 in Brussels and to tackle specific
topics of mutual concern, which contributed not only to enhanced cooperation
between the Members of the two delegations but also to a better understanding of
the Israeli realities in a cross-party spectrum.



The two delegations called for strengthening the ties between the Knesset and the
European Parliament on a plethora of issues in accordance with the political,
economic, and social developments in Europe, Israel, and the wider Middle East.

The discussion also reflected on the recent Knesset decision to raise the minimum
wage, as well as on the issues of demography, multiculturalism and the funding of
Christian schools in Israel in order to preserve their identity and maintain their
independence and autonomy from the state education system while securing
continued public funding and being allowed to charge adequate tuition fees which
would provide for normal day-to-day operations and long-term stability.

The Knesset and the European Parliament share the same goals of promoting
parliamentary diplomacy meant to facilitate the development of an environment in
the Mediterranean Basin that would bring about stronger economic and trade
relations, especially between the State of Israel and its Arab neighbours.


